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accustomed to her ways.   Almost every day brought about
little scenes, insignificant enough in themselves, but obvious
proofs of her unorthodox behaviour, and giving rise to
exaggerated gossip.   One day in January, 1919, soon after
the creation of the new Polish State, a special courier from
the Polish representative in Berlin was sent to Warsaw to
hand over to the Prime Minister in person some very im-
portant documents.   During the night he had crossed the
frontier, where the activities of war were still proceeding,
and he arrived in Warsaw just before noon. He went straight
to the Prime Minister's apartments at the Bristol to deliver
his documents.   Paderewski was only half-dressed.  He was
sitting in the big corner room playing patience, and Mme
Paderewska was with him.   When the young courier entered
the room it was she who greeted him and asked him about
his journey and the conditions in the war zone.   The ques-
tion about which the envoy had been sent from Berlin did
not interest Paderewski at the moment.   A number of most
important things had to be decided, and he had been
working well into the early hours of the morning.   Before
he could question the visitor, Mme Paderewska asked:
" Where are your papers ? "   After some hesitation, the
young man handed over the documents.   It was she who
opened the sealed envelope and began to read its contents.
When she had finished, she turned to her husband with the
words : " Niuncio, you ought to read this."
There were often similar incidents. In reality they only
showed her eagerness to make sure that nothing was for-
gotten in the affairs of State, but they helped to spread the
legend of her political intrigues. As she had no political
ambitions or conceptions of her own, she accepted those of
others who happened to be near her. People who knew how
to approach her and to win her heart could achieve a great
deal. Her natural desire to help was coupled with her
strong, unsatisfied maternal instinct, and both were taken
advantage of, provoking antagonism against her over and
over again. She would try to find jobs for people who had